
2015-2016 Season

Proscenium Stage
Elliot:  A Soldier’s Fugue  by Quiara Alegría Hudes  (Drama, Regional Premiere) Three 
generations of Puerto Rican soldiers share personal experience of war in a narrative of point/
counterpoint from a Pulitzer Prize winning playwright.

3 Male
1 Female

The Snow Queen (Musical, Regional Premiere) This young girl’s quest sings to children and 
speaks to adults with an artful folk/pop score by the incomparable Michael Smith.

Audition Requirements:
We  are  s'll  developing  the  concept,  but  it  will  likely  involve  a  cast  that  can  sing  and  play  
the  music  as  well  as  a  move  well.
6+,  Male  and  Female  assignments  to  be

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens adapted and directed by Joel Sass. (World Premiere 
Commission) An inventive mix of Dickens’ words, music and movement depict an orphan’s rise 
to fame and fortune.

Audition Requirements:
A flexible, diverse ensemble of 12 actors will portray multiple roles, sing, play music and 
create live foley sound effects to bring the story to life.

CHARACTER DISCRIPTIONS:
The  main  characters  are  listed  below.
Exact  doubling  of  roles  will  be  determined  as  actors  are  cast.
Ar'sts  of  color  strongly  encouraged  to  audi'on  for  all  roles,  par'cularly  Pip  and  Mrs  Joe.
Because  most  actors  will  play  several  characters  of  differing  ages,  the  ability  to  portray  a  range  of  character  is  more  important  than  
the  actors’  actual  age.

• Phillip  Pirrip,  also  called  ‘Pip’  –  a  very  young  man  (early  20s),  a  poor  boy  seeking  to  bePer  himself.
• Joe  Gargery  –  middle-‐aged,  a  good-‐hearted  but  uneducated  blacksmith
• Mrs.  Joe  Gargery  –  Pip’s  older  sister,  a  woman  whose  disappointments  have  made  her  hard
• Mr.  Jaggers  –  a  famous  and  in'mida'ng  lawyer  with  many  mysterious  clients
• Miss  Havisham  –  a  wealthy  reclusive  spinster,  terrifying  and  very  sad;  Pip  believes  she  is  his  secret  benefactor
• Estella  –  a  beau'ful  young  girl,  Miss  Havisham’s  adopted  daughter
• Abel  Magwitch  –  an  older  man,  physically  imposing,  an  escapee  from  a  prison  ship;  later  reveals  himself  to  be  Pip’s  secret  benefactor
• Biddy  –  a  young,  intelligent  village  girl,  a  childhood  friend  of  Pip
• Mr.  Wemmick  –  an  employee  of  Mr.  Jaggers-‐-‐sly,  street-‐smart,  knows  all  the  dirty  secrets
• Mr.  Pumblechook  –  Joe  Gargery’s  comical  uncle,  a  foolish,  greedy  man,  middle-‐aged
• Herbert  Pocket  –  a  young  man  who  befriends  Pip  when  he  moves  to  London;  educates  Pip  in  social  graces
• Sarah  Pocket  –  sister  of  Herbert  Pocket,  envious  and  resenWul  of  Pip’s  advancement  in  life
• Brentley  Drummle  –  an  extremely  wealthy,  vain  and  cruel  young  man;  competes  with  Pip  for  the  affec'ons  of  Estella
• Compeyson  –  a  villain  who  has  ploPed  many  schemes  and  cruel'es
• Mr.  Wopsle  –  formerly  a  clerk  at  the  village  church,  Mr.  Wopsle  pursues  his  dream  of  becoming  an  actor;  his  performances  are  

hilariously  awful
• Other  Characters—  will  all  be  played  by  members  of  the  ensemble

Love Person written and directed by Aditi Kapil (Dramatic Comedy) A bilingual romance told 
through American Sign Language, Sanskrit poetry, and nocturnal emails.
1 Male
3 Female



Sons of the Prophet by Stephen Karam (Drama, area premiere)   This Pulitzer Prize finalist is a 
comic and poignant exploration of how we face grief and continue to endure.

5 Male
3 Female

Calendar Girls by Tim Firth (Regional Premiere) Thirteen deliciously witty women find faith in 
each other and an answer to grief in a revealing fundraising scheme. 

Audition Requirements:
Male: 4 Female: 9
All characters will have Yorkshire Dialect or Standard British Dialect
CHARACTER DISCRIPTIONS:
Chris, playing age early 50’s You want Chris at your party.  She will talk to people she doesn’t know, find things to say to fill silences 
and generate laughter.  Part of this is because Chris is at home in crowds, holding court, being the centre of attention.  Without Chris in 
her life, Annie would be better behaved, her life less fun.  The two of them are like naughty schoolgirls.   
Annie, playing age early 50’s, Annie will join in mischief but is at heart more conformist and less confrontational than Chris.  After 
Chris has put a waiter’s back up in the restaurant, Annie will go and pour calm.  The mischievousness Chris elicits save Annie from 
being a saint.  She has enough edge to be interesting, and enough salt not to be too sweet.   
Cora, playing age around 40, Cora’s past is the most eclectic, her horizons broadened by having gone to college.  This caused a 
tectonic shift with her parochial parents.  She came back to them pregnant and tail-between-her-legs, but Cora has too much native 
resilience to be downtrodden.  She is the joker in the pack, but never plays the fool.  Her wit is deadpan.  It raises laughter in others, 
but rarely in herself.  Her relationship with her daughter is more akin to that between Chris and Annie.  Cora doesn’t need to sing like 
a diva but must be able to sing well enough to start the show with Jerusalem and sing the snatches of other songs as required.  The 
piano keyboard can be marked up to enable her to play basic chords should she not be a player.   
Jessie, playing age late 60’s / 70’s, Get on the right side of Jessie as a teacher and she’ll be the teacher you remember for life.  Get on 
the wrong side and you will regret every waking hour.  A lover of life, Jessie doesn’t bother with cosmetics – her elixir of life is 
bravery.  Jessie goes on rollercoasters.  Her husband has been with her a long time and is rarely surprised by her actions.  Jessie 
bothers about grammar and will correct stallholders regarding their abuse of the apostrophe “s”.   
Celia, playing age anything 35 – 45, The fact that Celia is in the WI is the greatest justification of its existence.  A woman more at 
home in a department store than a church hall, she may be slightly younger than Chris or the same age, butt she always feels like she’s 
drifted in from another world.  Which she has.  She is particularly enamoured of Jessie, and despite the fact Jessie has very little time 
for most Celias of this world, there is a rebelliousness in Celia to which Jessie responds.  It’s what sets Celia apart from the vapid 
materialism of her peer group and made her defect.   
Ruth, playing age 40’s, Ruth’s journey is from the false self-confidence of the emotionally abused to the genuine self-confidence of the 
woman happy in her own skin.  Ruth is eager to please but not a rag doll, and despite being Marie’s right-hand woman she is desperate 
to be the cartilage in the spine of the WI and keep everyone happy.  She has spine herself – if she was too wet, no one would want her 
around.  But they do, and they feel protective of her because they sense that there is something better in Ruth than her life is letting 
out.  They are proved right.   
Marie, playing age early 50’s, Marie has gradually built the current ‘Marie’ around herself over the years as a defence mechanism. 
 She went to her Oz, Cheshire, and found Oz didn’t want her.  She came back scorched.  The WI I a trophy to her, which justifies her 
entire existence.  There is a lingering part of Marie that would love to be on that calendar.   
John, Annie’s husband, playing age early 50’s, John is a human sunflower.  Not a saint.  Not a hero.  Just the kind of man you’d want 
in your car when crossing America.  When he dies it feels like someone somewhere turned a light off.
 Rod, Chris’ husband, playing age early 50’s, You have to be a certain kind of guy to stick with Chris and Rod loves it.  He can give 
back what he gets, and has a deadpan humour which has always made Chris laugh.  He drinks a lot but never so much as to have a 
problem.  He would work every hour to make his shop a success.  And John was his mate, even though the relationship was originally 
channeled through their wives.
 Lawrence, playing age late 20’s, Hesitant without being nerdy.  Lawrence is a shy young male with enough wit to make a joke and 
enough spirit to turn up at the WI hall in the first place.  When he arranges the shots he is close to female nudity but sees only the 
photo. 
Lady Cravenshire, playing age 60’s, Lady Cravenshire really doesn’t mean to be so patronizing.  But the WI girls seem from another 
world.  The world of her estate workers.  Dress: When she makes an entrance, she must make an entrance.  Largely white or cream to 
outplay the others, with a bigger hat than Marie.  She is not a tweed-wearer.  She must glide in like a galleon.
Elaine, playing age 20’s, Elaine really doesn’t mean to be so patronizing.  But Jessie seems from another world.  The world of her 
gran.  Dress: her clinical whites slice through like a knife.  You feel you could cut yourself on that dress.
 Liam, playing age late 20’s, Liam would like to be directing other things than photo shoots for washing powders.  He’s not so 
unprofessional as to let it show, but we can sense a slight weariness at having to deal with these women.  There’s a resigned patience 
to his actions and each smile he makes we feel is professional.  For Liam, this photo shoot is a job.  And not the job he wanted.  



Andy Boss Thrust Stage
Murder for Two (first Midwest Production) Book by Joe Kinosian and Lyrics by Kellen Blair 
(Mystery with Music, First Midwest Production) In this ingenious miniature musical, an 
energetic vaudevillian duo play the inspector and 17 suspects.

2 Male, must play piano

My Children! My Africa! by Athol Fugard (Drama, Regional Premiere) A teacher and two 
gifted students, believe education can conquer violence in a country on the brink of change.

1 Male (South African Teen)
1 Female (South African Teen)

Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol by Tom Mula (Holiday Special) The reimagined return of a 
classic tale of redemption told from the ghost’s perspective.

1-2 Actors of either gender

Nina Simone: Four Women written by Christina Ham (Play with Music, World Premiere 
Commission)  Regina Williams stars as the one and only Nina Simone who broke barriers and 
rules in this honest and heart-filled exploration of life, music and beauty.

2 Female, African American singers

Six Characters in Search of an Author by Luigi Pirandello (A production of Wonderlust 
Productions) A modern classic turned on its head, set amidst the egos (!), drama(!) and mind-
blowing mysteries(!) of reality TV, with innovative live streaming video.

5 Male
3 Female
1 Female child


